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   I would venture to say that your children are more inter-
ested in ghosts and goblins than they are about All Saints.  
Here are some facts about Halloween.   
   Catholics can embrace the celebration of Halloween by 
emphasizing the doctrine of the Communion of Saints and 
because it is linked so closely to the Feast of all Saints. 
   The word “Halloween” comes from the word “hallow” or 
“holy” (the same word in the Lord’s Prayer), and “e’en” the 
connection for evening before the feast of “All Hallows” or 
“all the holy ones”, the saints. 
    It should also be clearly stated that Catholics do not 
“worship” the saints; only God is the object of our worship.  
We honor them, imitate their lives, and ask them to inter-
cede for us just as we would ask a friend to pray for us. 
   From the earliest days of Christianity, the heroes and 
heroines of the faith have been honored.  The obvious 
ones were martyrs (the word means “witness” in Greek) 
who laid down their lives for their beliefs.  Members of the 
community would gather on the anniversaries of the 
deaths of these heroes and heroines, “break bread” to-
gether, and tell stories to strengthen their own faith. 
   But what of those whose names were not known?  The 
date of November 1 was chosen in the year 835 to Chris-
tianize a pagan festival of death, to bring light to the dark-
ness of the human fear of death. 
    Likewise, All Souls Day evolved.  Individual families 
would separately remember the lives and deaths of their 
relatives and friends.  Monasteries began the practice of 
memorializing the deaths of all the deceased in their order 
on a special day.  This spread to the laity, in the eleventh 
century the date of November 2 was chosen as an obvious 
companion date for All Saints. 
   So, in effect, for a thousand years Halloween has been 
the eve or vigil of two feasts:  All Saints and All Souls.  
Soon the whole month was devoted to remembering our 
beloved dead. 

 
This information and the story of the Jack O’ Lantern on page 2  

was taken from an article in Catechist Magazine written  
by Page McKean Zyromski. 

2009—2010 

What is it like to be  
a Christian? 

 

A woman was asked by a 
co-worker, "What is it like 
to be a Christian?" 
 

The co-worker replied, "It is like being a 
pumpkin."  God picks you from the patch, 
brings you in, and washes all the dirt off 
of you.  Then He cuts off the top and 
scoops out all the yucky stuff. 
 

He removes the seeds of doubt, hate, 
and greed.  Then He carves you a new 
smiling face and puts His light inside of 
you to shine for all the world to see."  

 

Grade 2 Parents 
 

Please remember the 

  

Reconciliation  
Preparation Meeting  

 

Monday, November 9 
7:00 in the Church 

 

Celebrate all Three 
 

October 31 
 Have a happy and safe Halloween. 

 

November 1 
Remember to check the bulletin for the  

Mass Times for All Saints’ Day 
 

November 2 
And to Pray for those who have gone be-

fore us marked with the sign of our Faith 

on All Souls’ Day 
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Thank you for what you do to 

To Keep Our Program Running Smoothly … 
  

+  The Cone Zone near the main  door is for the chil-

dren’s safety.  Please DO NOT drive within the 

cones.  The children will wait near the sidewalk until 
they see their family member.   

 

+  Please call the office to report an absence. 
 

+  Snacks will not be provided as a part of class.  If 

your child needs a quick pick me up, please have 
them enjoy it at home, or have it small enough to 

be completed before class begins.  Several of the 
students in the Religious Education Program and 

Holy Spirit School have severe allergies to peanuts 
and other items.  To protect them, please follow this 

guideline. 
 

+  Please remind your child not to touch anything in the 

classrooms.  The Holy Spirit School allows us to use 
their space.  Last year several rooms reported items 

missing, disturbed, and even damaged.  Please as-
sist us in reminding your child to stay out of the 

desks and not to touch the computers or projects. 
 

We are here to assist you in bringing your child up in 
the Catholic Faith.  Thank you for what you can do to 

assist in the smooth running of the Religious Education 

Program.  We look forward to a great year.  God bless 
you. 

RCIA—Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

 RCIA is a process where adults come together 
to learn and grow in the Catholic Faith.  This process is 

for those who have not been Baptized, for those who 
were baptized into another Christian denomination and 

would like to become Catholic, or those who have not 

completed their Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, 
Eucharist and Confirmation).  

 If you would like more information please call 
Cathy Drake at 964-7533.    

Holy Spirit Church Mass Schedule 
 

Sunday obligations to Mass attendance can be met at 

the: 
 5:30 PM Saturday Evening 

 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM 
 And the 12:00 Noon Masses on Sunday. 
 

Children and Family Liturgies are celebrated throughout 

the year at the 9:00 AM Mass.  
 

Children’s Liturgy  -  October 25, 2009 
 

Family Liturgy  -  November 1, 2009 
 

Jack O’ Lantern 
 

   Jack O’ Lanterns have a positive role to play dur-
ing Halloween.  The folktale came to America with 
the early Irish colonists in Maryland and has left its 
mark.  Few people know the  origins, though many 
carve out pumpkins at this time of year. 
   Jack, the story goes, was bright but lazy.  He 
never did a good deed for anyone, but preferred to 
idle away his time under a tree in the village 
square, whittling, or throwing dice and drinking ale 
in the village pub.  One Halloween the devil came 
to claim his soul, but Jack was so quick-witted that 
he challenged Beelzebub to change himself into a 
shilling so he wouldn’t have to pay for the ale.  The 
devil was always happy to cheat and also to prove 
his powers, so he did so.  Jack immediately 
grabbed the shilling—thus imprisoning the devil in 
his hand because Jack had a cross shaped scar, 
and everyone knows that the cross conquers all 
evil.  Finally, the devil agreed to give Jack another 
year to live.  Jack figured be had lots of time to 
repent. 
   The tale lists two times that Jack outwitted the 
devil, but the third year Jack died before the time 
was up.  St. Peter wouldn’t accept Jack in heaven 
because he had never done a single good deed.  
But when Jack arrived at the gates of hell, the devil 
wouldn’t admit him either because he was nothing 
but trouble.  When Jack asked what he should do, 
the devil threw him a fiery coal which Jack put in a 
gourd to light his way as he wandered the earth 
forever. (The gourd became a pumpkin as the 
colonists discovered the vegetables of the New 
World.) 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

In other words, Jack is a morality figure 
who teaches children that having enough 
brains to outwit the devil isn’t enough if 
you don’t do good to your fellow human 
beings.  Surely this is a story we can tell 
as children get excited about pumpkins. 


